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Inside on pages 3-6
I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

Seven district libraries are 
recent recipients of a STEM 
(Science,  Technology, 
Engineering and Math) 
grant from the Washington 
State Library and the 
Institute of Museum and 
Library Services!  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
Naches Trail and Pioneer 
Valley elementary schools, 
B e t h e l ,  Fr o n t i e r  a n d 
Spanaway middle schools, 
and Bethel  and Spanaway 
Lake high schools!  

S t a t e w i d e ,  1 2 0 
elementary schools, 55 
middle schools, and 55 
high schools were selected 
to receive this award.  

The STEM grant includes 
50 books preselected from 
award-winning STEM 
book lists, including three 
professional books for 
teachers.  These books will 
be available for check out 
in each school’s library 
soon.

LIBRARIES WIN STEM 
GRANTS

LeMay, Toray partner with students to recycle

Citizens, staff tour proposed bond projects
Upgrades include Naches Trail, Evergreen and Aquatic Center

T h e  d i s t r i c t  o p e n e d  t h e 
proverbial doors this winter and 
invited the community to attend 
two tours, each focusing on three 
schools that would see major 
work done if the February bond 
passes.

Citizens toured alongside 
district staff and were able to ask 
questions and talk about issues 
that were close to their hearts.

The January tour visited Bethel 
High School, Challenger High 
School and Graham-Kapowsin 
High School. At all three schools, 
principals greeted the group and 
led them through their campuses 
pointing out problems that the 
buildings were facing and the 
need for a solution.

The group walked through 
GKHS’ row of 18 portables, which 
would be replaced by a new wing 
to the school if the bond passes. 
They also saw the swamp-like 
conditions of GK’s athletics fields, 
which would be fixed under the 
new bond as well.

Superintendent Tom Seigel 
accompanied the tour group 
and spoke about the aquatic 
center that is also a part of the 
bond package. “I think that one 
thing will change the nature of 
our community,” he said, talking 
specifically about district swim 
teams as well as community 
access for the facility. “It’s not just 
academic sports for kids; there’s 

something for everybody,” he said. 
In December, citizens toured 

Cedarcrest  Middle  School , 
Challenger High School and Bethel 
High School. The first stop was 
Cedarcrest Middle School, which 
was built in 1982 and has never 
had a major remodel. Visitors 
spent time in the lunchroom, 
classrooms and the gym, hearing 
about building problems that 
needed a solution. Of course, 
hearing about something and 
experiencing it first hand are two 
different things, as one parent 
learned when she was dripped 
on by a leaky ceiling in one of the 
portables. 

Community member Malisa 
Perry was on the tour and knows 
the Cedarcrest building very well. 
“My sister went here from ‘87-‘89 
and I went here from ‘97 to ‘99. 
And now my daughter is here.” 
Perry said the school looked 
“exactly the same,” save for a few 
painted walls. “The class I had 
English in, the teacher had put 
wallpaper runners at the top… 
they’re still in there, the same 
ones!” she said.

As the group arrived on the 
Challenger High School campus, 
some community members took 
in the school made of 14 portables 
for the first time. Principal Jeff 
Johnson led one group around 
his school and talked about his 
vision for the new Challenger, 

which would be located next 
to Spanaway Elementary. He 
emphasized the alternative 
school’s rising graduation rates 
and its need to feel different 
than a traditional high school. 
“My vision for this is: Starbucks 
meets school,” he said answering 

a question about a new student 
lounge. Challenger’s current 
student lounge also serves as 
an attendance office and health 
room, and allows for little privacy.

The last stop on both tours 

Community members recently toured three of the schools that would 
see major work if the February bond passes.  Citizens toured alongside 
district staff and were able to ask questions about the bond proposal.

Toray Composites America, 
located in Frederickson, was 
looking for a way to reduce their 
general trash rate. “We were 
having a hard time figuring out 
what to do with a few waste 
streams that looked like they 
could be reusable, but they weren’t 
necessarily recyclable,” said 
Melissa Goodson, Toray’s safety 
and environmental coordinator.

So Goodson called Brent 
Wakeman, LeMay/Pierce County 
Refuse’s commercial recycling 
liaison, and arranged for him 
to visit Toray to pick his brain 
about the problem. “They’re a 
good neighbor,” said Wakeman. 

“ T h e y ’r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  a n y 
opportunities they have to divert 
material from the landfill is 
something they’re always looking 
to do.”

Wakeman found some large 
fiber drums Toray had that he 
thought had a future in some of 
our schools as recycling bins. 
Enter Bethel School District 
energy educator and manager 
Michael Knaack. “Those recycle 
bins, we get those from Toray as 
they go through them. Then we 
wrap them with a sticker that 
explains what they’re used for, 
which is recycling.”

The bins are then distributed 
to schools like Elk Plain. “At the 
moment there’s 24 at this school,” 
said Goodson. “We’re donating 
more to other schools; there’s a 
junior high that’s interested in 
about 200 of them.” 

“So far as a district we’ve had 
three schools that we’ve been able 
to totally fill their orders, roughly 
between 25 and 30 a school,” said 
Knaack. “We have another 150 
more to deliver.”

Elk Plain quickly put their bins 
to work. Students have taken the 
lead at lunchtime in manning 
the new recycling stations. “The 
best thing about this is it’s all set 

up and taken down by students,” 
said Christine Link, Elk Plain’s 
PTA sustainability chair. “It’s set 
up by 7th graders, and then the 
4th graders break down the whole 
thing and put it all back outside, 
all within their lunchtime.”

Once a week the school’s 
Green Team also goes around the 
building collecting recyclables 
from each of the classrooms. 
It’s that hands-on experience 
that Link said is so impactful for 
students. “The best part of this 
program is teaching the kids 
how to recycle. Because they’re 

Students at Elk Plain School of Choice are taking time out of their lunch to help sort recyclable materials as part of the school’s recycling program.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Bond 2016
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bethelpride
Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox
Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules and 
regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, RCW 
28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation including 
gender expression or identity, the presence of any 
disability, or use of a trained service animal by a 
person with a disability in its programs and activities 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. Please contact Title 
IX officer, Bryan Streleski, Director of Athletics and 
Security at 253.683.6055, Section 504 coordinator Lori 
Haugen, Executive Director of Special Education, at 
253.683.6920 or the Civil Rights coordinator, Debbie 
Carlman, Director of Equity and Achievement at 
253.683.6035 with any questions or complaints.

Under the Open Records Act, the public is 
afforded full access to information concerning the 
administration and operations of the school district 
(policy 4040). This information is limited to records 
not protected by state and federal privacy laws. 
For more information on access to school district 
records, call the records custodian, Kathryn Kemp, 
at 253.683.6000.

I N  B R I E F

Nurses Corner...National Children’s Dental Health Month 

HIV/AIDS Parent preview
A preview of HIV/AIDS curricu-

lum materials for elementary stu-
dents will be available for viewing 
on Feb. 10 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Educational Service Center in 
Spanaway. This is an opportunity 
for parents to preview and review 
the HIV/AIDS curriculum that 
will be taught to children during 
the 2015/16 school year.  Preview 
is for adults only and required 
before student exclusions from in-
struction may occur. If you would 
like your child excluded from this 
instruction and you are unable to 
attend this preview, you will need 
to contact your child’s school to 
make alternate arrangements. 

Staff will be on hand to an-
swer questions and share up-to-
date information on this disease. 
Childcare is not provided.

Mobile Family Access
There’s no need to wait until 

parent-teacher conferences to get 
valuable information about your 
student. Family Access provides 
up-to-the-minute information 
about your student’s academic 
progress and attendance. Parents 
and guardians can view grades 
and assignments; sign up for 
daily attendance notifications; 
grade notifications; and daily, 
weekly or monthly progress re-
ports via email. You can also file 
absence requests through Family 
Access, update phone numbers, 
addresses, and emails; as well as 
check on your student’s health 
and immunization information.

For more information about 
Family Access, contact your stu-
dent’s school or visit www.beth-
elsd.org/Page/651.

2016/17 Transfer requests
First consideration deadline 

for accepting student transfer re-
quests for the 2016/17  school year 
will be March 11 for all grades, 
K through 12. Requests received 
after the deadline may not be 
considered until the week of Aug. 
15. Requests submitted after 
Aug. 15 will be reviewed after 
Sept. 16 when actual enrollment 
counts are in. A student transfer 
request form may be completed 
and submitted online through 
the district’s website. All transfer 
requests for 2016/17 will be done 
electronically.

Requests submitted by March 
11, will be approved or denied by 
April 15. This will be based on cri-
teria outlined in board policy and 
procedure 3131 and 3141.  Parents 
will provide transportation for 
students who voluntarily attend 
a school outside their attendance 
area.  For more information, call  
253.683.6012 or 253.683.6014. 
Students previously approved 
need not apply unless they are 
changing schools. 

Live Happy! at Thompson ES

February 
is National 
Children’s 
D e n t a l 
H e a l t h 
M o n t h .  
T o o t h 
decay is the 

most common chronic disease in 
children. Brushing with fluoride 
toothpaste and dental sealants 
can prevent tooth decay. Children 
need assistance with tooth 
brushing until approximately 

6 years old. Baby teeth are 
important to protect. Baby teeth 
assist in chewing food, speaking 
clearly, and guiding adult teeth 
into place. Tooth decay can also 
cause pain and affect a child’s 
ability to sleep, learn, and pay 
attention. 

Our district has partnered 
with Tacoma/Pierce County 
Health Department to bring an 
oral health program to many 
neighborhood schools.  This 
program offers preventable dental 

care for students whose parents 
have completed consent forms. 
A dental hygienist comes to the 
schools and provides dental 
cleanings, education, fluoride 
treatments, sealants and referrals 
to local low-cost dental resources. 

Medical Teams International is 
another organization partnering 
with Bethel this year to bring full-
service dental care to students who 
don’t have dental insurance and 
whose family meets the financial 
criteria. MTI brought a dental 

van to Cedarcrest Middle School 
and Thompson Elementary and 
filled their dental appointments 
with students who were in need 
of care. They will visit Rocky Ridge 
Elementary on Feb. 19. 

Look for events this month 
in our community to find out 
more about children’s dental 
health care and contact the nurse 
at your child’s school for more 
information or referrals to low cost 
dental resources.

Erica Levens 5th grade class 
at Thompson Elementary is 
being featured this month in Live 
Happy magazine! Levens started 
a daily journaling project with 
her students, where they were 
asked to write about either one 
thing they did to make someone 
else happy, or one thing someone 
did to make them happy. Levens 
said it helped start each day on a 

was Bethel High School, which 
has pictures of all its graduating 
classes lining the hallways. Jenn 
Mykland let the tour group get 
ahead of her as she scanned the 
walls for some familiar faces. “My 
dad is up there! My mom’s right 
there!” she said. Both graduated 
with the class of 1965 and Mykland 
graduated in 1991, just two years 
after her husband. She said 
stepping back in the school for 
the first time in 14 years was like 
stepping back in time. “It looks 
exactly the same. The remodel 
happened my junior year.”

BHS hasn’t been remodeled 
since 1990, and even that didn’t 
c o m p l e t e l y  m o d e r n i ze  t h e 
building. “If you’ve never seen 
a 1950s vintage restroom, you’ll 
have the opportunity today,” joked 
Seigel as he welcomed the group 
to Bethel High. 

D e d i c a t e d  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  B H S 
has a lot of issues, including 
electrical problems and major 
pipes breaking. “We’ve got an old 
roof, old pipes and all that,” said 
principal Cliff Anderson. “We have 
HVAC concerns; last year we won 
the energy award because our 
heater never worked,” he quipped.

Anderson also said space is a 
concern in the building with the 
growing number of students. 
“Our cafeteria is also our wrestling 
room,” he said, pointing at the 
rolled up mats at the far end of the 
lunchroom.

Seigel ended the tour with a 
presentation that included facts 
and figures about the district.

Bond Impact on Evergreen, 

Naches Trail elementary schools
Naches Trail and Evergreen 

elementary schools are two of the 
schools that would be impacted 
in a big way under the 2016 bond  
If the February bond is approved 
by voters, each of these schools 
would see over $7 million worth of 
substantial renovations  The hope 
is to transform the buildings in a 
way similar to the work done at 
Shining Mountain Elementary a 
few years ago.  

“Students and Naches Trail are 
making great strides in meeting 
21st Century standards, and will 
make faster and greater gains 
if these efforts occur in a 21st 
Century environment,” said 
principal Sean McKenzie.

“Evergreen Elementary is in 
need of numerous upgrades,” said 
principal Jamie Burnett.  “These 
upgrades will help to ensure a safe 
and clean earning environment 
for all students.”

Along with HVAC roofs and 
security cameras, Naches Trail and  
Evergreen would receive interior 
and exterior upgrades based on 

their individual security, safety, 
health and technology needs.  
When finished each school will 
have a brand new look and feel.       

Both principals agreed the bond 
would make dramatic impacts in 
their schools.  “We will no longer 
have to worry about rooms that 
are too hot or too cold, and will 
be able to feel a renewed pride as 
we arrive each morning to do the 
important work of teaching and 
learning.”

This bond essentially picks 
up where the 2001 and 2006 
b o n d  re n ova t i o n s  l e f t  o f f .  
Completed projects include:  
seismic (earthquake safety) 
upgrades, network upgrades, 
HVAC and roof repairs, parking lot 
reconfigurations and expansions, 
playground improvements, 
interior and exterior lighting 
enhancements, card key access, 
security camera systems and 
more.

Bond would fund Aquatic Center
The Bethel School District offers 

a great swim program for our high 

school students. Of course, we 
don’t have a pool, which makes 
things a bit tricky when it comes 
to practicing. 

In fact, our students have to 
travel out of district, to Puyallup, 
Eatonville or even PLU to get in 
the water, because there are no 
pools within the boundaries of 
Bethel. 

This February, the Bethel School 
District has a bond that will go 
before voters that includes a lot of 
changes to our schools, as well as a 
brand new aquatics center, where 
our swim teams could practice 
and our elementary students 
would learn to swim. And when 
students aren’t using it, we would 
also open it up to the community.

If you’d like more information 
about the aquatics center, or any 
of the other projects on Bethel’s 
bond, please visit us online at 
www.bethelsd.org.

Tours, continued from page 1

Heather Walter, a second grade teacher at Camas Prairie Elementary, is 
the most recent recipient of Superintendent Tom Seigel’s Star Teacher 
Award. This year, Seigel is recognizing some of our amazing teachers 
by making surprise visits to schools and presenting special star pins 
and certificates to educators that have demonstrated excellence in the 
classroom. 

Camas Prairie’s Shining STAR

positive note.
 One student’s entry reads, 

“Today I helped my dad take all 
his trash out of his truck. My mom 
took me to the library and helped 
me with my report.”

 Live Happy magazine found 
out about the project and sent the 
class some Live Happy journals 
and bracelets, and is featuring 
them in their February issue.

going to be our next generation of 
consumers, and maybe they’ll be a 
little smarter about what they buy 
in the future.”

“It’s exciting to see kids get 
excited about making a difference 
in the world,” said Knaack. 
“They’re actually collecting the 
items and then they get to weigh 
it and have a bar graph that shows 

how much they’ve pulled out 
of the waste stream, which is 
important because we’re running 
out of landfill space.”

Wakeman said it’s also important 
as a cost-savings measure for the 
district. “If we can reduce the 
amount of trash by collecting the 
recyclables, we can downsize their 
trash container, or the number of 

Recycle, continued from page 1

Renovations planned for elementary sites

times it gets dumped, which is a 
tangible savings.”

And for Toray, Goodson said 
seeing the local impact was really 
exciting. “We’re actually taking 
care of the community that a lot 
of our employees live in,” she 
said. “Environmental stewardship 
is one of our absolute main 
priorities, so it’s nice to know that 

when we have programs like this, 
we’re just keeping the community 
nice for everybody.”

“It’s a great program because 
we’ve got kids involved, we’ve got 
parents involved, we’re partnering 
with a local recycle company 
and with a local business,” said 
Knaack. “It’s a win-win all the way 
around.”
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Over the past seven years, enrollment in Bethel 
Schools has increased by over 1,400 students and 
is expected to grow by more than 3,000 students 
in the next ten years. There are about 200 portable 
classrooms in use at our schools. Now our school 
board has a new plan to support students and ac-
commodate growth. 

This February, Bethel voters are being asked to 
approve a $236,700,000  School Improvements 
and Safety Upgrades bond.  This measure aims to 
relieve overcrowding and allows for the ongoing 
repair and maintenance of safe, secure and healthy 
schools, districtwide.  If approved, the state would 
provide another $81.9 million in state-matching 
dollars to help...

Construct new and improved schools:
• Replace/Modernize Bethel High School
• Replace Challenger High School
• Modernize Cedarcrest Middle School 
• Expand Graham-Kapowsin High School 
• Renovate Evergreen and Naches Trail Elementary
• Construct one new elementary school 
• Purchase land to support growing enrollment

Resolve critical building needs: 
• Replace HVAC systems
• Install emergency generators 
• Modify kitchens
• Replace roofs, lighting, and windows
• Update fire protection systems
• Make earthquake, traffic and safety improvements
• Upgrade technology infrastructure 
• Expand security/alarm systems
• Construct sidewalks and safer walking paths

Improve athletics/recreational facilities :
• Construct a new district aquatic center 
• Install new track, lighting and synthetic turf at Graham-

Kapowsin and  Spanaway Lake High Schools
• Develop a synthetic turf sports park near Bethel High 

School
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To relieve overcrowding and to maintain safe, secure and healthy schools, the Bethel School 
District Board of Directors is seeking a $236.7 million capital construction bond. If approved, the 
state would provide another $81.9 million in state matching dollars to complete our projects.
What would the bond do?

Proposition 1, the School Improvements and Safety Upgrades ballot measure addresses safety, security and technology 
improvements for schools districtwide. If approved, the district will replace or renovate six neighborhood schools (Evergreen 
and Naches Trail elementary schools; Cedarcrest Middle School; and Bethel, Challenger and Graham-Kapowsin high schools), 
construct one elementary school, and purchase land to support growing enrollment.  At least seven elementary schools 
(Camas Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge and Roy) and two middle schools (Bethel and Frontier) 
will receive heating, ventilation and air conditioning replacements; emergency generators; and/or building modifications. 

Schools would receive improvements for critical needs including replacement of deteriorating roofs, old heating and 
cooling systems, lighting and windows, fire protection systems and upgrades for earthquake safety. 

Proposition 1 creates healthy, safe teaching environments by replacing deteriorating portables; provides additional space 
for smaller elementary class sizes; upgrades to technology, security systems, and sidewalks. Athletic facility improvements 
include a new aquatic center and updated athletic fields for Bethel, Graham-Kapowsin and Spanaway Lake high schools, to 
improve safety, and meet program needs.  

This bond proposal is a culmination of the hard work of more than 80 staff, parents and administrative members of the 
district’s Long Range Facilities Planning Team. It also reflects several years of studying facility needs, including age and 
condition of each building. 

Here is a list of proposed projects that would be paid for by the School Improvements and Safety Upgrades Bond!

2016 Bond

School
Bethel HS X X X
Bethel MS X X
Camas Prairie ES X X X
Cedarcrest MS X
Centennial ES X X
Challenger HS X
Clover Creek ES X
Cougar Mt MS X
Elk Plain K-8 X X X
Evergreen ES X X X X X
Frederickson ES X

Frontier MS X X
Graham ES X X
Graham-
Kapowsin HS

X X

Kapowsin ES X X
Liberty MS X
Naches Trail ES X X X
Nelson ES X
North Star ES X
Pioneer Valley ES X
Rocky Ridge ES X X
Roy ES X X X
Shining Mt ES X
Spanaway ES X
Spanaway MS X
Spanaway Lake HS X X
Thompson ES X
Bethel Aquatic Ctr X
Bethel Sports Park X X
Elementary #18 X
Future School Site X
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Why do we need a bond now?

Just like your home, we must continuously maintain and repair our schools to keep them safe, healthy and secure for our 
students and staff. Since our last bond, our enrollment has increased, and building codes and learning requirements have 
changed. About half our schools have reached a point where they need significant modifications, renovations or complete 
replacements.  And, we have discovered our current recreational space is not compatible with the needs of our community. 
School improvements and safety upgrades are critical now. Low interest rates and a competitive construction market will 
help make this $236.7 million investment in schools more affordable. Plus, it would help secure over $81 million in state 
construction assistance – stretching our local dollars by an additional 36%.  Taking care of basic maintenance and repair issues 
now, like fixing roofs, means buildings will last longer and we will save money in the long run.

 How will the bond support learning?

Proposition 1 will make improvements to all schools and ensure our students have safe and updated learning environments. 
Bethel is one of the largest and fastest growing school districts in the state.  Over the past seven years, enrollment has increased 
by 1,400 students. Many neighborhood schools are at capacity.  The bond replaces deteriorating portables and adds additional 
classroom space to maintain reasonable class sizes. 

We approved a pool many years ago and it was never built. What ever happened to it?

Many in our community have expressed those exact concerns to Superintendent Seigel over his 15 years in Bethel.  According 
to our records, a pool was included in one previous bond measure that did not pass.  If voters approve, we are committed to 
building the aquatic center to support health, wellness and fitness opportunities for students and our community.  It is a high 
priority.  In fact, the superintendent is recommending to the board that it be one of the first items completed.

How much will it cost taxpayers? 

The $236,700,000 of general obligation bonds would mature within 20 years and be repaid from annual excess property tax 
levies. The estimated annual tax rate increase is approximately 74 cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation. By our conservative 
estimates,  we expect this measure to cost the homeowner of a $200,000 home about $148 per year, or about $12.33 per 
month. Please see the chart below for more cost estimates. 

You may be exempt from paying this tax. 

There is some tax relief available through Pierce County. Taxpayers who are 
at least 61 years of age or have a disability can contact the Assessor-Treasurer’s 
office to apply for a waiver of their school taxes. Qualifying applicants will receive 
a reduction in the amount of property taxes due.  The amount of the reduction 
is based on the applicant’s income, the value of the residence, and the local 
tax rates. To qualify, you must own and occupy a primary residence in the state 
of Washington and have combined disposable income of $35,000 or less.  For  
details visit, www.piercecountywa.org/Index.aspx?NID=91. 

Assessed 
Valuation

Annual 
Tax Increase

Monthly 
Tax Increase

$125,000 $92.50 $7.71
$150,000 $111.00 $9.25
$200,000 $148.00 $12.33
$250,000 $185.00 $15.42
$300,000 $222.00 $18.50
$350,000 $259.00 $21.58

Frequently Asked Questions

Ballots are due by February 9, 2016! 
The last day to register to vote, in person, for this election was February 1, 2016.  To 

sign up for future elections, go to www.sos.wa.gov/elections/ or scan the QR code.

This is an all mail election.
Ballots must be postmarked or dropped off no later than 8 p.m. on the day of the 

election. For your convenience, Pierce County Elections has established several drop 
box locations in our area. You will find them at the Roy City Hall, the Parkland/Spanaway 
Library, the Roy Y, the South Hill Library and the Graham Fire Station near Lipoma Firs.  
Only ballots received by the deadline will be counted. If you are registered and did not 
receive your ballot or need a replacement ballot, please call 253.798.VOTE (8683).

Cost to Taxpayers

Voting Information
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Promises Made, Promises Exceeded…

Thanks to sound fiscal and project management, all of the 2001 and 2006 bond projects have been completed within 
budget. Taking advantage of economic conditions, we saved taxpayers $13.8 million dollars on the sale of our bonds and 
were able to stretch our funding to expand and enhance the scope of several projects, including Thompson Elementary 
and Spanaway Middle schools, the Central Kitchen and Transportation Center, and the Pierce County Skills Center. All are 
now much larger than we originally envisioned. 

We are a state leader for cost-effective construction, green school design and eco-friendly schools.  With these bonds, 
we added over one million square feet to the district inventory and through a robust resource conservation program we 
saved nearly $7 million in utility costs, were recognized for greenhouse gas reduction, and received ENERGY STARs for all 
of our schools.   

How do bonds and levies differ?
Compared to levies, which cover the essential, 
day-to-day school operations and student pro-
grams that are not covered by the state, bonds 
can only pay for school construction.  Levies 
require a simple majority, 50% +1 approval, 
from voters. Bonds require 60%.  An easy way to 
remember the difference is:  “B” is for buildings 
and bonds; “L” is for learning and levies. 

BETHEL AQUATIC CENTER
Conceptual Model

BETHEL HS
Conceptual Model

CHALLENGER HS
Conceptual Model

GRAHAM-KAPOWSIN HS
Conceptual Model

CEDARCREST MS
Conceptual Model

BETHEL SPORTS PARK
Conceptual Model

Quick facts about the new Aquatic Center: 
• Building improvements: $29 million
• 50-meter, 10-lane pool, 
• Features: therapy pools, splash pool, lazy river and waterslide

Quick facts about the new Bethel HS / Community Sports Park
• Building improvements: $4.5 million
• Synthetic turf fields, lighting, parking, concession stand

Quick facts about the new Cedarcrest MS
• Building improvements: $84 million
• Includes a new elementary and school modernization on site

Quick facts about the newly renovated Graham-Kapowsin HS
• Classrooms, cafeteria and gym space: $23 million
• Synthetic turf field improvements & lighting: $9.4 million 

Quick facts about the new Bethel HS
• Building improvements: $95 million
• New classrooms, modernized gyms, improved common areas

Quick facts about the new Challenger HS
• Building improvements: $26 million
• Facility to house academic and community support pro-

grams

Projects
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I N  B R I E F 

Bethel Rec Baseball/
Softball Registration

Bethel Recreation will  be 
accepting registration for its 
youth baseball programs from 
February 20 to March 27. The 
season will run mid-April through 
mid-June. All Bethel area children 
in grades K-6 can participate. 
Practices start April 18.  There is 
a jamboree scheduled for April 30 
and games start May 2. The cost is 
$55 per student. Families can sign 
up anytime online at bethelrec.
org or register in person at The 
Lineup, Monday through Friday 
from  11 a.m. to  6 p.m. 

For more information, call 
253.683.5940.

Umpires /Officials Needed
Bethel Recreation is seeking 

qualified officials and umpires 
for the youth soccer and baseball 
seasons. To  qualify, you must be 
an adult or high school student 
14 years or older. If you are 
interested, please contact Jolie 
Moxley, the Bethel Recreation 
Director at 253.683.5940 or email 
jmoxley@bethelrec.org

Want to play Lacrosse?
T h e  B e t h e l  B l a c k h a w k s 

Lacrosse Club is open to all 
Bethel, Orting, Eatonville and 
Franklin Pierce school district 
students.  This season will offer 
lacrosse for boys grades 5-12 and 
girls grades 7-8.

V i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  f o r 
more information at  www.
hawkslacrosseclub.org  or call 
253.753.0337. 

All American Bowl
Congratulations to Xavier, 

Izaiah and T.J.  Thomas for 
representing Spanaway Lake 
football at this year’s All American 
Bowl in South Carolina. The game 
was televised by ESPN on Dec. 30. 
Way to go, Sentinels!

 
Just a reminder for our 
college bound seniors...

I f  yo u  a re  i n t e re s t e d  i n 
attending a college or university 
next year, now is the time to fill 
out your FAFSA. FAFSA is the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid. It’s how schools determine 
whether you’re eligible for grants, 
student loans and work-study 
funds. 

To begin the process, set up 
an account at https://fafsa.gov 
and enter your personal and 
family financial information. 
Many schools set their priority 
deadlines early.  So, the sooner 
you fill it out, the better  chance 
you have to receive financial aid.  

Support our kids & 
‘Pack the Gym’

For the second straight year, 
Graham-Kapowsin High School 
will be hosting “Pack the Gym.” 

Unified Sports teams from all 
three high schools: Bethel High 
School, Graham-Kapowsin High 
School and Spanaway Lake High 
School will be competing. 

The event promotes social 
inclusion and promises to be an 
exciting and spirited evening. It 
will be held on Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the large gym at GK. There is no 
entry fee. Food donations will be 
accepted and proceeds will go to 
the Bethel Food Bank. 

The district launched a Unified  
Sports program last year. 

Bethel High choral director sings at the White House

Seahawks spirit takes over Frederickson 

Staff and students at Frederickson Elementary got a visit recently from Seattle Seahawks mascot Blitz! 

Nicholas Gorne, choral director at Bethel High School, had the opportunity to sing for President and Mrs. Obama at the White House! Gorne is a 
member of Choral Arts, who shared highlights of their recent concert, Carol of the Angels, with the President in December.

Graham-Kapowsin High School 
band director Paul Bain traveled 
with four students from the 
GK Wind Ensemble to Japan 
in January. Trombonist John 
Joy, flutists Shannon Boyd and 
Mao Oizumi, and percussionist 
Courtney James visited Kobe and 
Kumamoto as part of the trip and  
performed with the Tamana Girls 
High School Band.

“I’ve always wanted to travel, 
so this is a cool opportunity,” 
said Shannon. “You get to talk 
to people who live there and 
experience their culture and their 
music.”

The trip has been on Courtney’s 
mind for some time now. “I found 
out about it my freshman year, 
and ever since then I’ve thought 
that it would be really cool to go 
there and experience it myself.”

Mao is also excited about the 
trip, especially since she has a 
direct connection to the country. 
“My parents are both from Japan. 
My brother actually went on this 
same trip two years ago on a 

scholarship year,” she said. “It’s 
really exciting to know that I’m 
going to the country where my 
parents are from and I’ve always 
heard about.”

This isn’t the first time music 
has taken John Joy out of the 
country. Not only did he visit 
Japan last year with his trombone, 
but he’s also taken it to Australia.

“Every November we have 
the Western International Band 
Clinic,” he said. “Over a thousand 
kids audition, and then 600 kids 
get into the program. And then 
the top 12 kids in the program get 
selected to go to Australia for their 
version of WIBC.”

Jo h n  s a i d  t h a t  t r i p  w a s 
something he won’t soon forget. 
“It was really fun, we got to go 
to the Sydney Opera House and 
watched a live musical with a pit 
orchestra. After that we went to 
the convention for three days and 
then we had the concert. Music’s 
taken me across the world, so I’m 
pretty happy about that.”

And music may be taking him 

places after graduation as well. 
“I’m planning on going to Central 
Washington University and 
majoring in music,” he said. But 
first, he’s off to Japan.

Graham Kapowsin High School 
and the Tamana Girls High School 
have been working together for 

years now. The Tamana Girls High 
School Band even performed 
at the district band festival two 
years ago. You can see video 
of their performance on our 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/
bethelschools.

GKHS band students headed to Japan

Trombonist John Joy, flutists Shannon Boyd and Mao Oizumi, and 
percussionist Courtney James took their musical skills to Japan in 
January.

Bethel HS student 
to play volleyball 
for Pierce College

Graham Elementary’s running club has a little holiday fun 

In December, the Graham Elementary Running Club enjoyed competing in the Jingle Bell Run 5k. (Photo courtesy of the Graham PTA.) 



The Pierce County Skills 
Center offers 15 different 
classes to students from nine 
school districts, including 
Bethel.  “Everyday at the 
Skills Center is different and 
exciting,” said PCSC director 
Michelle Ledbetter.

Classes like Aerospace 
Composites and Criminal 
Justice are not only getting 
students ready for the future, 
but they’re helping them 
to meet their high school 
credit requirements. “Many 
of our classes have credit 
equivalency, so a student in 
Criminal Justice would earn 
a civics credit, a P.E. credit, 
and an elective credit,” said 
Ledbetter. “So it’s a way that 
students are earning their 
high school credit, in addition 
to, all of our programs have 
dual credit, so they’re earning 
college credit at the same 
time.”

Whether students have 
their sights set on going to a 
two or four-year university, 
or heading straight into the 
work force, the Skills Center 
– with its focus on hands-on 
education – is giving them a 
chance to immerse themselves 
in a career, before dedicating 
a portion of  their  post-
secondary life to it. “It’s really 
about making sure students 
are making career choices 
based on experiences,” said 
Ledbetter, “and that they’re 
pursuing careers that they are 
passionate about, and that 
they know they want to do 
because they’ve experienced 
them.”

Culinary instructor Roy 
Wieser is new to the Skills 
Center this year, as is the 
Culinary Arts program. Wieser 
said the hands-on approach to 
learning that the Skills Center 
employs is evident in his class, 
“That’s the best thing here in 
this kitchen is you’re moving 
all day. You’re never sitting 
down in here.”

Sometimes a student will 
find that a class at the Skills 
Center isn’t a fit. “A friend 
of mine wanted to do one 
thing, but when she came to 
the Skills Center she actually 
found interest in something 

Classes offered at 
Pierce County Skills Center

Aerospace Composites
Aerospace Machining / Fabrication

AP DigiPen Video Game Development
Automotive Technology

Construction Trades
Cosmetology

Criminal Justice
Culinary Arts

Fire Science & Emergency Services
Medical Careers

PC Networking & Hardware Repair
Pre-Pharmacy Technology

Pre-Physical Therapy & Sports Medicine
Pre-Veterinary Technology

Welding

right into the workplace for 
some big companies. “We’ve 
got some great students that 
went on for composites and 
are working for Boeing, and, 
gosh, out of high school 
have jobs, which is pretty 
awesome.”

For students considering 
the Skills Center as part of 
their high school career, 
Ledbetter offered this advice, 

else,” said PCSC student 
Tamiah Wells. “Now she’s a 
nurse.”

Pre-Physical Therapy & 
Sports Medicine instructor 
Phil Cappetto considers that 
a win as well. “Sometimes it’s 
almost as valuable to find out 
what you don’t want to do, as 
what it is you do want to do.”

Ledbetter said instructors 
like Cappetto bring years of  
industry experience, along 
with personal connections 
to the business world that 
can be a game-changer for 
students. “It’s not only their 
personal experience and their 
technical skill, but it’s also the 
connections that they have 
with our advisory committee 
and business partners, that 
allows us to connect students 
to job shadows and potential 
employment,” she said.

That leads to avenues of 
success for every student. 
“Our teacher goes through 
and refines our resumes,” said 
PCSC student Ryan Jones, “and 
Boeing and AIM, and all these 
other aerospace companies 
come in, and they interview 
us. And so we can make 
connections and show them 
the parts that we’ve made.”

The PCSC turns out some 
fantastic  graduates,  and 
Cappetto said some have gone 

“Talk with your counselor to 
make sure that you’re taking 
the right classes, so you have 
room in your schedule your 
junior or senior year, or both, 
so that you’re able to come to 
the Skills Center.”

You can take a look inside 
the Pierce County Skil ls 
Center by visiting our YouTube 
Channel at YouTube.com/
BethelSchools.

Culinary instructor Roy Wieser is one of the many teachers getting high school students 
college and career ready at the Pierce County Skills Center.
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Getting college and career ready at PCSC

Warren Smith
President
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org

Amy Pivetta Hoffman
Vice-President
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

Stanley Chapin
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org

John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org

Brenda Rogers
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org

FEBRUARY
Feb. 3: High School End of 2nd 
Quarter - Report Card Prep (Early 
Dismissal)

Feb. 9: Election Day

Feb. 9: School Board Meeting, 
ESC , 7 p.m.

Feb. 12: Make-Up Day ( for 
December 9th), CLASS IN 
SESSION 

Feb. 16: Waiver Day #2 (No  
School for Students)

Feb. 23: School Board Meeting, 
FMS, 7 p.m.

MARCH
Mar. 2:  Late Arrival

Mar. 8:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 18:  Elementary & MS end 
of 2nd Trimester, Early Dismissal

Mar. 22:  School  Board Meeting, 
SME, 7 p.m.

Mar. 28-Mar. 31:  Elementary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

APRIL
Apr. 1:  Elementary Conferences, 
Early Dismissal

Apr. 4-Apr. 8:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 12:  School  Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 15:  High School End of 3rd 
Quarter - Report Card Prep (Early 
Dismissal)

Apr. 26:  School Board Meeting, 
CCE, 7 p.m.

MAY
May 4:  Late Arrival

May 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

May 17-19: Secondary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

May 24: School Board Meeting, 
SMS, 7 p.m. 

May 27: Snow Make-up or 
Spring Break (No School)

May 30:  Memorial Day (No 
School)


